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Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida,

Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr.
RUSH and Ms. DELAURO changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”’

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska and Mr.
TURNER changed their vote from
“nay”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to adjourn was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3221, NEW DIRECTION
FOR ENERGY INDEPENDENCE,
NATIONAL SECURITY, AND CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT, AND
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R.
2776, RENEWABLE ENERGY AND
ENERGY CONSERVATION TAX
ACT OF 2007

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes
to the distinguished gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY).

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in opposition to the rule and the under-
lying bill with its tax provisions. I
think it’s time that we level with the
American public about this and be
truthful about what we are trying to
accomplish here. This bill has some
good things in it, but it’s not really ad-
dressing what we really need to be fo-
cused on right now. That is, the stra-
tegic management of our dependence
over fossil fuels for the next 10 to 15
years as we transition.

We need to manage our strategic de-
pendence on fossil fuels, a strategic de-
pendence that we are going to have for
the next 10, 15, maybe 20 years as these
new technologies develop. Now, what
does this bill do? It taxes U.S. compa-
nies working on production of oil, and
making these companies less produc-
tive and less competitive, therefore,
shifting more oil and gas activity into
the hands of national oil companies
that are not our friends. This will not
bring down the price of oil and gas and
not alleviate our energy concerns.

Secondly, it abrogates leases, very
important leases in the Gulf of Mexico,
with the stroke of a pen. Now, that’s
not the American way. That’s not
something that we would be proud of in
this country, not something the Amer-
ican people would be proud of. It’s cer-
tainly something that Hugo Chavez
would be proud of.

Finally, I will say this bill is not
technology neutral. It seeks to pick
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winners and losers and eliminates some
very promising technology for alter-
natives fuels.

For that reason and many other rea-
sons, I oppose this bill. I oppose the un-
derlying bill with its tax provisions
and urge all Members to think twice
about this. We have to level with the
American people about the energy situ-
ation and manage our strategic depend-
ence and not deal with fantasy.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes
to the distinguished gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. GINGREY).

Mr. GINGREY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I attempted to offer an
amendment to H.R. 3221, the New Di-
rection for Energy Independence, Na-
tional Security, and Consumer Protec-
tion Act, to prevent possible waste and
maintain appropriate management of
our government expenses. The Energy
Policy Act of 2005 requires the Sec-
retary of Energy to contract with the
National Academy of Public Adminis-
tration to conduct a study for assess-
ing management practices for research,
development and demonstration pro-
grams at the Department.

My amendment would simply pro-
hibit funds in the bill to the Advanced
Research Projects Agency, or ARPA-E,
within the Department of Energy, until
the study has been completed and it
makes a recommendation that we do
establish ARPA-E.

However, the Rules Committee would
not accommodate my amendment and
refused to make it in order. Without
this amendment, we are shooting in
the dark. We are authorizing $300 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2008 that may not be
necessary. This is not a good way to
manage the people’s tax money. If the
majority is going to gamble like this,
we might as well put the whole Federal
Treasury on green double zero and just
hope for the best.

I have another concern, and that’s
about a new portfolio standard. The re-
newable portfolio standard in this bill
calls for 20 percent renewable by the
year 2020, and it will not include any
nuclear.

Well, the Southern Company, in my
district, provides about 12 to 15 percent
of their power by nuclear, but, yet,
that cannot be included as a renewable.
So we are projecting a wind farm off
the coast of Georgia bigger than Cape
Wind in Massachusetts, and that would
only produce 1 percent toward this re-
newable standard. It’s almost an im-
possible standard to meet, if you do not
let us include nuclear as a renewable
source, which, surely, it is. Basically,
the compliance penalty for not meet-
ing this standard, for the Southern
Company in my district, would be $745
million.

This legislation is nothing more than
a backhanded attempt to ease our Na-
tion into a carbon trade scheme, and it
victimizes Georgia by making us a
donor State.



